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were sure that it would be kicked out by the Lords.
And kicked out it was in the Upper House by a
majority of more than ten to one. A more fatal
blow to Home Rule was Gladstone's resignation
next year. The Prime Minister was in his eighty-
fifth year, and his senses were beginning to fail.
But increasing years and infirmities only made him
more and more the object of popular idolatry, so
much so that his withdrawal from public life had
the effect of alienating many from a cause which,
but for his authority, they would never have
embraced ; or rather it had the effect of making them
more sensible to arguments which his authority had
hitherto neutralised.

To complete the misfortunes of the Liberal
party, Lord Rosebery was chosen to succeed
Gladstone as Prime Minister over the head of Sir
William Harcourt, by far the ablest and most
successful of his colleagues. Harcourt was under-
stood to have no liking for his new chief; nor, with
Lord Rosebery's very tepid Liberalism, could any
cordial co-operation between the two be expected.
England does not love Cabinets that are divided
against themselves ; and such was the weakness of
the new Ministry that it fell in June, 1895, before a
vote which really only concerned one of its members,
the present Sir Henry Campbell - Bannerman.
Lord Salisbury resumed office, this time in coali-
tion with the leading Liberal Unionists, the Duke
of Devonshire, Mr. Chamberlain, Sir Henry James,
and Lord Lansdowne. His nephew, Mr. Arthur
Balfour, who, as Irish Secretary, had won the
highest reputation for administrative ability and
debating skill, became Leader of the House of